Peter Slack (1892 — 1975)

Richard Slack, a gamekeeper, did not live long enough to witness the
horrors of World War 1 but his wife, Lily, would have many an
anxious moment as, one after the other, four of her sons
volunteered to serve.

Peter, her fourth son, was born in the area known as Silsden Moor
and, after the family moved to Farnhill, he attended Kildwick School,
where it appears he was an above average scholar.

Photograph courtesy of Mollie Desort

As a young man he was on the management committee of the Institute and acted as treasurer.

Peter Slack became a corporal in the West Yorkshire Regiment and served in France. At the end of
the war he returned to Farnhill becoming, again, very much involved in village life when he was
appointed secretary to Farnhill Parish Council and treasurer to Kildwick Old Boys’ Football Club.

After marrying and living in Keighley he worked for Keighley Corporation Waterworks and he and his
wife had two children — a son who died when he was eighteen, and a daughter who remained
unmarried.

Peter Slack died, aged 83, in 1975.

Pre-war life

Peter Slack was born on 3™ January 1892, the fifth child (and fourth son) of Richard Henry Slack, a
gamekeeper, originally from Skipton, and his wife Lily (nee Catterall), a school teacher, who was
from Bolton in Lancashire. They married in 1885 and had seven children, all of whom were born at
Stake Hill on Silsden Moor, an area on the hills between Silsden and Bradley:

e Richard, b. 1886

e  William Lister, b. 1887
e Charlie, b. 1889

e Martha Ann, b. 1890
e Peter, b. 1892

e George, b. 1893

e Mary, b. 1895



The Slack family on Silsden Moor, c. 1896-7
Stood at the back: Richard Henry, Lily (holding Mary). Sat on the wall: Peter, William.
Sat against the wall: Martha Ann, Charles. Stood at front: Richard.

Richard Henry Slack died in 1899 and it seems likely that it was after this that the family moved to
3 Mary Street, Farnhill, which is where they were living at the time of the 1901 census.

Note: A member of the family has told the project that the children were unhappy at the
move from Silsden Moor, which provided many opportunities for play, to the more built-up
environment of Mary Street and were far happier when the family later moved to Heather
Cottage, which backs on to Farnhill Moor.

The census recorded that Lily was “living on her own means” — probably working as a private tutor —
and the two eldest boys, Richard (aged 14) and William (aged 13), were both employed as spinners
in a woollen mill.
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Extract from the 1901 census return for Farnhill — the Slack family at 3 Mary Street
Used under licence from the National Archive



The younger siblings were all still attending Kildwick school, where Peter was an above average

pupil, winning a number of school prizes and commendations for good attendance. He may even
have considered teaching as a possible future career.
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Kildwick School log entries — 1% May, and 8" October 1903; 19" October 1904; 22" December 1905 —
Peter Slack winning prizes.
By kind permission of Kildwick school
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Kildwick School log entries — 19™ June, 2™ and 18" July 1906 —
Peter Slack becomes class monitor and applies to become a pupil teacher.

By kind permission of Kildwick school

By the time of the 1911 census however, the 19 year-old Peter Slack was working as a clerk in the
office of a cotton manufacturer.

It was probably around this time that he joined Kildwick and Farnhill Institute.

WW1 service

It is certain that Peter Slack saw service with the army in France during WW1, but when his service
started is unclear. Local news reports recorded him as being present in the village until October
1916.

He certainly attended the annual meeting of Kildwick and Farnhill Institute in October 1914, when he
was elected to the management committee (Keighley News, 17/10/1914). At the next annual
meeting Peter delivered the treasurer’s report and was appointed to a committee looking into the
possibility of creating a scheme to provide “comforts” for men from Farnhill who were serving with
the forces (Keighley News, 16/10/1915). He also gave the treasurer’s report at the 1916 meeting
(West Yorkshire Pioneer, 20/10/1916), when he was again elected to the committee.



The British army WWI medal rolls and associated index cards provide a substantially complete
record of the men who served in the army. They suggest that only one man called Peter Slack
served in that period. However, the cards and roll do not provide sufficient information to
definitively identify a particular individual — they do not include a home address, occupation, or date
of birth for example. However if we assume that the sole extant medal card and roll entry does
indeed refer to the Peter Slack of Heather Cottage, Farnhill, it is possible to provide a fragmentary
account of his WW1 career.
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WW1 Medal Card for Cpl. Peter Slack, West Yorkshire Regiment (service no. 38374) — possibly the Farnhill WW1 Volunteer
Used under licence from the National Archive
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Extract from the WW1 Medal Roll for the West Yorkshire Regiment
Used under licence from the National Archive



Corporal Peter Slack began his military service with the 16" battalion (1% Bradford) West Yorkshire
Regiment which, from March 1916 to February 1918, was stationed in France.

After the 16" battalion was disbanded, Peter spent February and March 1918 attached to the 3™
Entrenching battalion.

Note: Entrenching battalions were short-lived units formed early in 1918, when a
reorganisation of the army in France led to a temporary surplus of infantry manpower. These
battalions were put to use in improving the existing defences in anticipation of a German
offensive. They were disbanded in April 1918.

Peter subsequently served with 15/17" battalion, which was formed by the merging of the 15" and
17" battalions in December 1917.

His active service ended on 14™ February 1919 (the only date we can be sure of), when he was
transferred to the Class Z reserves. This reserve contingent consisted of discharged, previously
enlisted soldiers. The Z Reserve was abolished in 1920.

Peter Slack subsequently received the British War Medal and Victory Medal in acknowledgement of
his war service.

Post-war life

On his discharge from the army Peter Slack returned to Heather Cottage in time to be included on
the electoral roll for Autumn 1919, compiled earlier in the year.

On 1° March 1919 Peter’s brother William also returned to Farnhill, after nine years serving in the
Merchant Marine. However tragedy stuck and William died of influenza on the 16", after being ill
for nine days. Peter reported the death.

William was buried in Kildwick graveyard, in the same plot as his father.

Peter seems to have become almost immediately involved in village life. On 15" April 1919 he was
appointed as secretary to Farnhill Parish Council.

Parish Council.- 'he first meeting of the new
(‘ouncil was held in the Institute on Tuesday
evening,  Muv. W. AL Brige was unanimousty ve-,
elected chatrman. Me. W, E. Biggs was eleeted
vice-chairman.,  Mr. T, Appleby resigned the
position of clerk, and Mr. Peter Slack was
appointed successor. Finance Committee elected
were Messes, P Go Baldwin, W, S Biges, and AL
BEllis : Lighting—Messes, T Latham, W. Greoén,
and ‘I'. Wrathall.-— Altera discussion on housing
Mr. George Holliday, from the Ex-Soldiers and
Sailors’ Association, gave his views on ** Small-
holdings.™ '

Report of Farnhill Parish Council Annual Meeting, 15/4/1919
By kind permission of Craven Herald

Note: The minutes of Farnhill Parish Council recorded that he was employed at a salary of £5
per annum.




A little over a fortnight later he became treasurer of the newly-reformed Kildwick Old Boys’ Football
Club.
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Extracts from the report on the reforming of Kildwick Old Boys’ Football Club —2/5/1919
By kind permission of Craven Herald

On 28" September 1920 Peter Slack married Mary Whitham, of Silsden, in Silsden Wesleyan Chapel.
The couple set up home in Keighley, at 6 West Bank.

1085 Marriage solemnized ot.___Wea-ltyou. . Ghafel..  Fdlodleas
S _in the qutuct of —:@u/vts;u e in tho Oount %of,_f,'/rrf't e EAorice
vt 71 % ) s 0 ‘
_:l\'_n: __ e ;'_\\’hen thlod Namo nud Surname, Azo, (Amﬂllion. Rank or Profession,|Resi lenco. ol lho \imoof Marriago] Father's Namo nud Surname.  [Rankor Profeasion of Fathe]
1 KPJ 4‘ 7 Heather "6@((5\({_ T s (/?M
= ) 50 ey 0 o+ %
Joilmien| fuls, $hut (oo || CCt | gt ™" g | TR
Hx éou : s | - g Bunten | ae / K’mn‘ﬁu J’ k!im Wil !
, o4 2 Wact- 2w
A L(a,..(,/ WWMW Yearo /4*" {m«l«\. JDMW lV'f\u({nw\) acks
Mnmod in tlm_lﬂ[w@q Clon.. . (24 afsd....__nocording to the Rites ana Coromontes of tho.—.. Wea. ly m—-.__M oot hy.__ﬁea,@dm&‘,
i l;[n\rrl;\uo. o leder Edoct. Jn the Woderl HBls f-:lf&?' { 3, 3. hes
. Was solornized Y R o
‘ ‘lwt\\'cn!’: W (e iAo /,w,.(MT(:udM... g :;s‘c‘:‘ca LL\p—A—Af (‘V:{“'dﬂ‘nﬂ:’ 2 Authorised Poreon for ...zt '% Dond, .e!-J:—‘

Slack — Whitham marriage certificate
(c) Crown Copyright

In the 1921 census Peter was recorded as working as a clerk in Keighley Town Hall, for Keighley
Corporation Waterworks. He would eventually become its Superintendent of Distribution.



Peter and Mary had two children. A son, Derek, born 27" April 1925; and a daughter, Mary, born
25" November 1930.

Both the children were born when the family were living at 6 West Bank, Keighley, but by 1933 they
had moved the short distance to number 2.

On 6" January 1936, tragedy struck the Slack family when Peter’s sister, Martha Ann, was found
dead of gas poisoning at her home, The School House, in the village of Thorne near Doncaster,
where she was headmistress of the local school. According to the report of the inquest into her
death, printed in the Craven Herald (10/1/1936), she had previously suffered a “nervous
breakdown” and had been treated at a nursing home in Bristol for “delusions”. Returning a verdict
of suicide, the coroner said “It seems that she could not face another day’s work.” Martha Ann
(known as Sissie) was buried in the plot adjacent to her father and brother, William.

The plinth of Martha Ann Slack’s gravestone



By the time the 1939 Register was compiled at the start of WW2, to enable ration cards to be issued,
the Slack family had moved to 92 Braithwaite Road, Keighley; it would be Peter and Mary’s home for
the rest of their lives. Peter was listed as a waterworks superintendent and an ARP warden at the
waterworks.
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Extract from the 1939 Register entry for 92 Braithwaite Road, Keighley
Used under licence from the National Archive

A second tragedy struck the family in 1943 when Peter and Mary’s son, Derek, died aged 18.

Peter Slack died, of heart disease, in Airedale Hospital, on 27" May 1975; he was aged 83. The death
was reported by his daughter, Mary, who was at the bedside.

Postscript

After Peter’s death his wife, Mary, continued to live at 92 Braithwaite Road, Keighley, until she died
on 11™ April 1977 at the age of 81.

Peter and Mary’s daughter, Mary, did not marry. She died, in Keighley, in December 1993.

Many of Peter’s siblings married and had children, and their descendants are known to be still living
in the local area.



Peter Slack - a life in summary

Born: 3/1/1892, Silsden Moor
Died: 25/5/1975, Airedale Hospital Aged: 83
Home address: 92 Braithwaite Road, Keighley

Parents

Father: Richard Henry; b. 5/7/1863, Skipton; d. 27/11/1899, Silsden Moor

Mother: Lily (nee Catterall); b. 11/6/1858, Bolton le Moors; bapt. 13/6/1858, Bolton le Moors;
d. 6/8/1941, Farnhill

Married: 24/12/1885, Cononley
Siblings

Richard; b. 28/9/1886, Silsden Moor; m. Alice Smith, 1/8/1922, Zion Chapel Bingley;
d. 3/1/1965, Bingley

William Lister; b. 26/12/1887, Silsden Moor; d. 16/3/1919, Farnhill

Charlie; b. 1/3/1889, Silsden Moor; m. Elsie Melinda Shackleton, 27/12/1920, Keighley PC;
d. 20/04/1965, Keighley

Martha Ann; b. 17/5/1890, Silsden Moor; d. 6/1/1936, Thorne (nr. Doncaster)

George; b. 16/5/1893, Silsden Moor; d. 18/5/1893 (aged 2 days)

Mary; b. 5/10/1895, Silsden Moor; m. Joseph Snowden, 3/6/1922, Silsden;
d. 1963, Worth Valley (Registration district)

WW1 service

Service period:  start date unknown; end date 14/2/1919 (?)

Regt: The Prince of Wales's Own (West Yorkshire) Regiment; Corporal, no. 38374 (?)
Medals: British War Medal, Victory Medal

Home address:  Heather Cottage, Grange Road, Farnhill

Relationship to other volunteers

Richard Slack — brother
William Lister Slack — brother
Charles (Charlie) Slack — brother

Marriage

Wife:  Mary Whitham; b. 10/11/1895, Addingham; d. 11/4/1977, Keighley
Date: 28/9/1920, at Silsden Wesleyan Chapel



Children

Derek A.; b. 27/4/1925, Keighley; d. 1943, Keighley
Mary; b. 25/11/1930, Keighley; d. 29/12/1993, Keighley
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