
Harry Pollard (1894 – 1971)  

Harry Pollard was born in Farnhill into a large family – his parents  

would have ten children altogether.  On the death of his mother,  

when he was two years old, Harry went to live with his father’s sister  

and later he attended Kildwick school and worked in the woollen  

industry. 

Active in village life, although Harry signed on with a reserve battalion  

of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, a medical examination, in  

1914, revealed that he was unfit for military service and he was  

discharged. 

He married his cousin in 1917, and it is thought possible that Harry may have seen some active 

service late in the war. 

He and his wife, who had just one daughter who survived infancy, lived in Bradley, where Harry 

worked at Green’s mill. He died in 1971 and is buried in the graveyard of Bradley church. 

Pre-war life 

Harry Pollard was born in Farnhill on 28th November 1894. 

His father was Theodore Pollard, born Farnhill in 1854; his mother, Priscilla, born in Glusburn, also in 

1854, was the illegitimate daughter of Margaret Brown – who married James Walmsley in 1856. 

Harry was born to an already large family.  Theodore and Priscilla would have a total of 10 children 

altogether: 

 William; b. 17/7/1882 

 Frank; b. 29/6/1883, d. 26/3/1891 

 John; b. 18/5/1885 

 Martha Ann; b. 20/6/1887 

 James Scarborough Theodore Pollard; b. 28/6/1889 

 Sarah Margaret; b. 1/1/1891, d. 1892 

 Frank; b. 15/3/1893 

 Harry; b. 28/11/1894 

 two others, names unknown, who died prior to 1911 

Priscilla Pollard died, in Farnhill, on 24th February 1897 and was buried in Kildwick churchyard three 

days later.  She was aged 42 or 43; Harry was two years old. 

The 1901 census gave the family’s address as 42 Main Street, Farnhill.  However, Harry was not living 

at that address.  He was living at 61 Main Street with his paternal aunt Sophia Annie; his uncle, Binns 

Hartley; and his cousin, John William Hartley. 

 



There is evidence that Harry attended Kildwick school. 

 

The only known photograph of Kildwick school pupils, 1899.   

The back of this photograph has the name “Harry Pollard”, but there is no indication of which of the children is Harry. 

Photograph courtesy of Marion Law. 

Harry was still living with his aunt and uncle at the time of the 1911 census, but by this time the 

household also included Binns and Sophia Annie’s son, John William, his wife, Liza, and their one 

year-old daughter, Annie. 

He was recorded as being 16 years old and employed as a warehouseman at a worsted 

manufacturer. 

 

Extract from the 1911 census return for 61 Main Street, Farnhill – Harry Pollard living with the Hartley family 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

Binns Hartley was a member of Kildwick Brass Band and it is likely that Harry followed his uncle into 

the band. 



Harry also appears to have been a member of the Kildwick Albion Cricket Club team that won the 

local league Second Division cup in 1913. 

 

Score card for Kildwick Albion vs. Cowling Seconds –September 1913 

(By kind permission of Craven Herald) 

 

The Kildwick Albion Cricket Club Second Division cup-winning team, 1913.   

No key to this photograph is known to exist and so it is not possible to say which of the players is Harry Pollard. 

From the Farnhill & Kildwick Local History Group archive 

 

 



WW1 service 

On 12th October 1914, Harry Pollard signed on as a Private (no. 2833) with the 6th Reserve battalion 

Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment.   

This was a territorial unit, but on attesting he signed his name to the statement: 

I ... do hereby agree ... to accept liability, in the event of a national emergency, to serve in any 

place outside the United Kingdom ... 

With the war two months old, and German forces deep within France and Belgium, it seems unlikely 

that Harry could have imagined his service would be limited to home soil. 

 

Extract from Harry Pollard’s WW1 service records 

Used under licence from the National Archive 



Just a month later, however, on 13th November 1914, Harry was discharged from the army on 

medical grounds, suffering from varicose veins. 

A medical examination, held at Skipton on 31st October, revealed that he: 

Had slight varicosity of right leg when enlisted but it has become aggravated since then and now 

causes him some discomfort. 

and later: 

After being stood on his feet for an hour the veins ... stand out very prominently ... 

The report of the medical board concluded by stating that Harry had been advised to have an 

operation, which he declined, and consequently they recommended that he be: 

Discharged as permanently unfit. 

 

Extract from report on Harry Pollard’s medical condition 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

His refusal to have an operation was described as “unreasonable”. 



This is the full extent of any documentary evidence of Harry Pollard’s WW1 military service.  

However, it seems likely that he subsequently re-enlisted as a volunteer.  

In the West Yorkshire Pioneer of 24th December 1915 there was a report on how the membership of 

Kildwick Brass Band had been depleted by men joining the Colours.  The piece ended with a list of 

the members of the band who had joined up, which included Harry Pollard.   

The list identifies one man as “discharged”, but this designation is not applied to Harry Pollard – 

which suggests that he was serving at this time. 

 

By kind permission of Craven Herald 

Harry’s name was recorded on Farnhill Methodist Chapel’s Roll of Honour, unveiled on 9th July 1916, 

which also includes the names of his brothers – John, Frank and James.   

John and Frank Pollard were both serving with 2/4 Yorks & Lancs Regiment.  James was serving with 

Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment (Private; no. 241427). 

Two men called Harry Pollard served with Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment.  One of 

these, Private no. 241217, has a service number not dissimilar to that of Harry’s brother, James.  

Could it be that Harry rejoined at the time his brother James signed on ?  Unfortunately, there is no 

further information available concerning Private no. 241217, Harry Pollard, to indicate whether or 

not he was from Farnhill. 



 

The digitally-restored Farnhill Methodist Roll of Honour (1916) 
 



At the end of 1916 a memorial service was held in the Methodist Chapel for Joseph Green and Harry 

Walmsley, both casualties of the war and former pupils of the Sunday School.  During the service the 

names of all the men associated with the church who had left the village to join the forces were read 

out – including Harry Pollard. 

Whether or not he was a member of the forces, Harry Pollard was certainly in the local area in May 

1917 as, on the 19th, he married his cousin, Eleanor Walmsley of Bradley, at the Methodist Chapel, 

Grange Road, Skipton.  On the marriage certificate Harry gave his occupation as Motor Driver. 

 

Pollard – Walmsley marriage certificate 

(c) Crown Copyright 

Post-war life 

Harry and Eleanor set up home at 4 Skipton Road, Bradley. 

The couple’s first child, Mary, was born in the last quarter of 1918 but sadly died before the end of 

the year.  A second child, Margaret, was born on 24th April 1920. 

Late 1918 also saw the death of Harry’s uncle, Binns Hartley, one the few people from Farnhill 

whose death was definitely attributable to the Spanish Flu epidemic. 

 

Report on the death of Binns Hartley – West Yorkshire Pioneer, 29/11/1918 

Courtesy of Craven Herald 

The 1921 census records the Pollard family living in Bradley, where Harry was employed as a Motor 

Driver, working for Peter Green & Co.  

 



 

An advertisement for Peter Green & Co Ltd.. (1959, source unknown) 

In 1924 the family moved from 4 Skipton Road, Bradley, to number 3.  They lived there until 1929, 

when they moved to 2 Hill Crest.   

Despite having moved out of the village it appears that Harry kept up his membership of Kildwick & 

Farnhill Institute into the 1930s.  The project has seen records of him paying membership fees of 

7/6d each year for 1937 to 1939. 

The 1939 Register, created when ration cards were being distributed at the start of WW2, recorded 

the family of three living at 2 Hill Crest.  It also notes that Harry was a member of the Auxiliary Fire 

Service of Skipton Rural District Council. 

 

1939 Register entry for 2 Hill Crest, Bradley – Harry is an auxiliary fireman 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

Harry’s wife, Eleanor, died on 21st June 1956. 



Harry continued to live at his home in Bradley, with his unmarried daughter, Margaret.  He died, at 

home , on 30th October 1971, and was buried in Bradley cemetery a few days later.  He was aged 76. 

 

Grave of Harry and Eleanor Pollard – Bradley cemetery 

The following obituary appeared in the Keighley News (5/11/1971). 

 

Harry Pollard’s obituary 



Postscript 

Margaret Pollard continued to live at 2 Hill Crest until at least 1976.  She is not thought to have 

married.  She died in 1983 and was buried in the plot immediately adjacent to her parents, in 

Bradley cemetery. 

 

Margaret Pollard’s grave – Bradley cemetery 



Harry Pollard – a life in summary 

Born:  28/11/1894, Farnhill 

Died: 30/10/1971 Aged:  76 

Home address:  2 Hill Crest, Bradley 

Parents 

Father:  Theodore; b. 16/6/1854, Farnhill; d. 15/10/1913, Farnhill 

Mother: Priscilla (nee Brown, later Walmsley); b. 1854, Glusburn; 
d. 24/2/1897, Farnhill; buried 27/2/1897, Kildwick 

Married: 1882, Skipton (Registration district) 

Siblings 

William; b. 17/7/1882, Farnhill; m. Ellen Cockcroft, 14/5/1910, Steeton; d. 7/9/1944, Farnhill 

Frank; b. 29/6/1883, Farnhill; d. 26/3/1891, Farnhill 

John; b. 18/5/1885, Farnhill; m. Ada Blanche Thomas, 9/1/1906, Skipton Registry Office;  

 d. 4/11/1919, Pas-de-Calais 

Martha Ann; b. 20/6/1887, Farnhill; m. Sam Tillotson, 27/12/1915, Kildwick;  

 d. 1967, Staincliffe (Registration district) 

James Scarborough Theodore; b. 28/6/1889, Farnhill; d. 7/10/1919, Farnhill 

Sarah Margaret; b. 1/1/1891; d. 1892 – buried 12/1/1892 

Frank; b. 15/3/1893, Farnhill; d. 1/10/1932, Crosshills 

 

plus two others who died prior to the 1911 census 

WW1 service 

Service period:  12/10/1914 to 13/11/1914 (discharged as unfit) 

Regt.: 6th Reserve battalion Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment.  

 Private (no. 2833) 

Home address: 61 Main Street, Farnhill 

Note:  He may also have served subsequently with the Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment, 

as Private no. 241217 

Relationship to other volunteers 

James Scarborough Theodore Pollard – brother  

John Pollard – brother  

Frank Pollard – brother  

Note:  Harry Pollard lived with his uncle and aunt. 

 

 



Marriage 

Wife: Eleanor Walmsley; b. 1/5/1888, Skipton (Registration district); d. 21/6/1956, Bradley 

Date:  19/5/1917; Methodist Chapel, Grange Road, Skipton 

Children 

Mary, b. 1918, Skipton (Registration district); d. in infancy 

Margaret, b. 24/4/1920 Skipton (Registration district); d. 1983, Keighley (Registration district) 

                                                         
 


