
Albert Kitson (1888 – 1956)   

Albert Kitson was born in Farnhill and by the time he was 12 years old  

was already working at Woodrow’s Mill in Junction. 

Vice-captain of Kildwick Albion Cricket Club in 1915, Albert joined the  

army in February 1916.  Assigned to 2/6 battalion Duke of Wellington’s  

(West Riding) Regiment, Albert sailed from Southampton to Le Havre in  

1917.   

His battalion suffered severe losses in action and Albert, who would eventually be promoted to 

Corporal, was wounded several times. 

Returning to civilian life in Farnhill, he took up membership of the Farnhill branch of the Oddfellows. 

He married twice – he was widowed in 1940 – and his second wife came from Cowling.  

Albert Kitson died in 1956 at Raikeswood Hospital, Skipton. 

Pre-war life 

Albert Kitson was born at 67 Main Street, Farnhill, on 26th November 1888 and was baptised in 

Farnhill Methodist Chapel a month later.  He was the fourth child and fourth son of Richard Green 

Kitson and Hannah (nee Greenwood).  Richard was from Farnhill and Hannah from Glusburn; they 

had married in 1882 and would have a total of eight children. 

By the time of the 1901 census, taken when Albert was 12 years old, he was already working part-

time in one of the local mills.   

 

Extract from the 1901 census return for Farnhill – Kitson family at 67 Main Street 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

 

 

 

 



Subsequent news reports (see later) indicate that this was Woodrow’s Mill, at Junction. 

 

By kind permission of the Keighley and District Digital Archive 

Albert and his older brother John both appear to have been members of Kildwick Albion Cricket Club 

and were in the team that won the local league Second Division cup in 1913. 

 

The Kildwick Albion Cricket Club Second Division cup-winning team, 1913.   

No key to this photograph is known to exist and so it is not possible to say which of the players is Albert Kitson 

From the Farnhill & Kildwick Local History Group archive 

 

 



In January 1915, when John was both the club president and team captain, Albert was elected vice-

captain. 

 

From Keighley News, 23/1/1915 

By kind permission of Keighley News 

WW1 service 

Albert didn’t attest his willingness to serve until 14th February 1916, by which time it was clear that 

mandatory conscription was almost inevitable.  (Farnhill Parish Council had already made its decision 

to draw up a list of Volunteers at its meeting on 27th January 1916.) 

As was usual, he was assigned to the Army Reserve and then, on 20th March 1916, began almost a 

year’s training with the Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding Regiment), as a Private (no. 5064). 

 

A hand-written Military History Sheet attached to Albert Kitson’s WW1 service record 

Used under licence from the National Archive 



During his training, between 22nd November and 27th December 1916, Albert was in hospital in 

Bedford, suffering from boils (Furunculosis). 

The war diary of 2/6 battalion Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment records that an 

inspection was carried out by the GOC of the Northern Army at its Bedford headquarters at 12:45pm 

on 3rd February 1917, and later that day it received the order to embark on the 5th. 

The battalion, a total of 33 officers and 953 men, including Private Albert Kitson (now having been 

given the service number 267151), sailed from Southampton to Le Havre on three vessels: Mona’s 

Queen, Caesarea and Huntscraft, arriving at 8am on 6th February 1917 – on which day Albert was 

promoted to Lance-Corporal.  By the 17th they were in the front line. 

In May 1917, 2/6 battalion were in action near Mory, south-east of the town of Arras; their principal 

objective being to secure a railway embankment.   

The Regimental diary reports that on 3rd May the battalion suffered severe losses during an attack 

on the embankment (16 killed, 160 wounded, 91 missing).  It seems likely that Albert was amongst 

those wounded in this action, as two days later he was admitted to hospital in Rouen suffering from 

gunshot wounds to his back.   

Note:  Albert’s younger brother Harry, who was also serving with 2/6 battalion, was also 
wounded in the same action and also admitted to hospital in Rouen. 

 

 

Section of a news report, 12
th

 May 1917 

By kind permission of Keighley News 



Albert was out of action for almost two months, returning to active service on 28th June. 

A few months later, on the 27th November 1917, Albert was promoted to full Corporal. 

At the end of January 1918, 2/6 battalion was disbanded and the men transferred to 5th 2/4th and 

2/7th battalions.  As part of this reorganisation, Cpl. Albert Kitson (along with 12 officers and 239 

other men of 2/6) became a member of 2/7th battalion on the 28th January 1918. 

On the 20th April 1918, about 10km south of Arras, whilst the battalion was preparing new defensive 

positions under heavy artillery fire, Albert was wounded in the back and left leg.  He was again 

transferred to hospital in Rouen, but on the 23rd was brought back across the Channel to a war 

hospital in Sunderland.  This was reported in all the local newspapers, including the West Yorkshire 

Pioneer (3/5/1918). 

 

Report of Albert Kitson in hospital, in Sunderland 

By kind permission of Craven Herald 

After leaving hospital at the very end of July 1918, Albert was assigned to the reserves.   



 

Cpl. Albert Kitson given leave after discharge from hospital 30/7/1918 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

However this was not the end of his military career as, on 21st November 1918 – ten days after the 

Armistice – he was returned to the colours and sent back to France, where he remained until 22nd 

February 1919.  During this time he served with a number of different battalions of the West Riding 

Regiment as they were disbanded or demobilised. 

Albert’s final period of service in France may have been brought to an end by another attack of boils.  

Certainly he was treated in hospital in Woolwich for some days after his return to England. 

 

 



Although he may actually have been at home in Farnhill from August 1919, Albert Kitson’s war 

service officially ended on 17th September 1919 when, as a member of 2nd battalion Duke of 

Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment, he was demobilised and transferred to the Army Class Z 

Reserves.   

 

Cpl. Albert Kitson’s WW1 Medal Card 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

Post-war life 

After his period of service, Albert returned to his life in Farnhill.  

He must have almost immediately taken up membership of the Farnhill branch of the Oddfellows.  A 

news report of November 1919 (Keighley News, 8/11/1919) suggests that Albert may have also been 

a member before the war, as in it he is referred to by the title PPGM (Past Provincial Grand Master).  

Subsequent reports (Craven Herald, 3/4/1927 and 2/3/1928) indicate a long-standing membership 

of the organisation. 

The 1921 census records him living at home with his mother, father and brother, at 67 Main Street.  

He was employed as a weaver at Woodrow’s Mil, Junction. 

Albert’s mother, Hannah, died in November 1921, aged 64, and was buried at Crosshills Ebenezer 

Chapel on the 14th. 

 

 



On 15th April 1922 Albert married Annette (Annie) Haslam at Farnhill Methodist Chapel, a ceremony 

witnessed by his younger brother Harry.   

 

Photograph of the marriage register of Farnhill Methodist Chapel 

Taken by Farnhill & Kildwick Local History Group 

The couple initially set up home in Main Street Cononley, but very soon after they moved back to 

Farnhill – to 71 Main Street, just two doors up from his father.  The couple had one daughter, 

Katherine May (Kathy), born in Farnhill on 24th March 1923. 

On the register taken in September 1939 when WW2 ration cards were being issued, Albert was 

recorded as being a “weaver of Fancy Goods”.  This probably means that he was employed creating 

items using silk or artificial silk (Rayon). 

Note:  In a memoir about his 49 years working at Woodrow’s Mill, Alec Hargreaves recorded 
that the Junction mill was the first in the area to work with artificial silk, prior to the start of 
WW1.  Many mills would work with artificial silk during WW2 when it was in high demand for 
use in parachutes and barrage balloons. 

Annette Kitson died on the 4th May 1940.  She was 49 years old. 

Albert remarried on 15th August 1942, in Ickornshaw Methodist Church.  His second wife was Alice 

Jobling, of Cowling – originally from Richmond. 

 

Kitson – Jobling marriage certificate 

(c) Crown Copyright 

Note:  The marriage certificate recorded that the ceremony was, like Albert’s first marriage, 
witnessed by his younger brother Harry.  It also noted that both Alice and Albert were Rayon 
Weavers. 



The couple continued to live at 71 Main Street, Farnhill, until they both died. 

In July 1943, Albert’s daughter Kathy married George Colling Bell at Farnhill Methodist Chapel.  Until 

1948 they too lived at 71 Main Street Farnhill, before moving to Cononley. 

Albert Kitson died on the 21st December 1956 at Raikeswood Hospital, Skipton, of Emphysema and 

Bronchitis.  He was 68 years old. 

 

Albert Kitson’s death certificate 

(c) Crown Copyright 

A few days after his death, on 28th December 1956, the following news report appeared in the 

Craven Herald. 

 

By kind permission of Craven Herald 

 

 

 

 



His name is included on the WW1 Roll of Honour of men employed by Woodrow’s Mill at Junction. 

 

With thanks to BurberryGroup, PLC 



Postscript 

Alice Kitson continued to live in 71 Main Street, Farnhill, until her death in 1972. 

Albert’s daughter and a number of his siblings are known to have married and had children.  It is 

likely that descendants continue to live in the area. 



Albert Kitson – a life in summary 

Born:  26/11/1888, Farnhill 

Baptised: 27/12/1888, Farnhill Methodist Chapel 

Died: 21/12/1956, Raikeswood Hospital, Skipton  Aged:  68 

Home address:  71 Main Street, Farnhill 

Parents 

Father:  Richard Green Kitson; b. 1854, Farnhill; d. 18/2/1927, Farnhill;  
buried 21/2/1927, Crosshills Ebenezer Chapel 

Mother: Hannah (nee Greenwood); b. 1/5/1857, Glusburn; bapt. 21/4/1861, Kildwick;  
d. November 1921; buried 14/11/1921, Crosshills Ebenezer Chapel 

Married: 1/5/1882, Kildwick 

Siblings 

Fred; b. 7/2/1883, Crosshills; bapt. 18/3/1883, Farnhill Chapel;  

 m. Mary Ann Hopkinson, 21/5/1907, Cowling; d. 1954, Staincliffe (Registration district) 

Everett; b. 1884, Crosshills; bapt. 28/12/1884, Farnhill Chapel;  

 m. Ethel Hird, 1908, Skipton (Registration district); d. 13/4/1960, Cowling  

John; b. 18/01/1887, Farnhill; bapt. 27/2/1887, Farnhill Chapel; d. 23/12/1956, Foulridge 

Nellie; b. 1890, Farnhill; m. Thomas Thornton, 1912, Skipton (Registration district); d. 1975 

Maggie; b 26/10/1893, Skipton (Registration district); bapt. 10/12/1893, Farnhill Chapel,  

 d. September 1894, Farnhill 

Mary Jane; b. 15/11/1895, Farnhill; bapt. 18/2/1896, Farnhill Methodist Chapel;  

 d. August 1908, Farnhill 

Harry;  b. 4/3/1897, Farnhill; bapt. 10/4/1897, Farnhill Methodist Chapel;  

 m. Alice Mary (May ?) Hancock, 28/11/1925, Skipton Register Office; d. 5/2/1974, Farnhill 

WW1 service 

Service period: 14/2/1916 to 17/9/1919 

Regt.: 2/6 battalion Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regt.  

 (Pte. no. 5064, Cpl. no. 267151); 2/7 battalion; 2nd battalion 

Medals: Victory Medal, British War Medal 

Home address: 67 Main Street, Farnhill 

Relationship to other volunteers 

Harry Kitson – brother  

Herbert Kitson – paternal cousin  



Marriage 

Wife: (1) Annetta/Annette/Annie Haslam; b. 13/7/1890;  
 d. 4/5/1940, Farnhill (died at John’s Cross, Cononley) 
(2) Alice Jobling; b. 18/8/1894, Richmond (Registration district);  
 d. 1972, Staincliffe (Registration district)  

Date:  (1) 15/4/1922, at Farnhill Methodist Chapel 
(2) 15/8/1942, Ickornshaw Methodist Church 

Children 

Katharine (Kathy) May; b. 24/3/1923, Farnhill; bapt. 17/6/1923, Farnhill Methodist Chapel;  

 m. George Colling Bell, 10/7/1943. Farnhill Methodist Chapel 

                                                         
 


