
(James) Arthur Hartley  

(1896 – unknown) 

Note:  James Arthur Hartley appears on the Farnhill Parish  
Council WW1 Roll of Honour as “Arthur Hartley”.  His birth 
name was certainly James Arthur but he may have been 
known as Arthur in his early life.  To avoid confusion, his full 
name is used in throughout this biography. 

James Arthur Hartley’s father, Richard, lost two wives tragically.   

His first wife died shortly after childbirth – the baby also died.  

James Arthur’s mother, Richard’s second wife, died when James Arthur was just two days old. 

As a child James Arthur and his sister did not live with their father but with a couple in Cullingworth.  

By the time he was 15 James Arthur was living back in Farnhill and was working as a weaver. 

Later he moved to Brighouse, where he was employed as a tram conductor and where he 

subsequently attested his willingness to serve in the forces. 

During the war he served in France and rose to the rank of Sergeant, in the Royal Field Artillery. 

After marrying and demobilisation, James Arthur joined Bradford City Police Force.  After over 25 

years’ service he retired with the rank of Inspector. 

It is thought that the family then left the area and no more details are known about James Arthur 

Hartley. 

Pre-war life 

James Arthur Hartley was born on the 18th March 1896.   

 

James Arthur Hartley’s birth certificate – 18/3/1896 

(c) Crown Copyright 

He was the youngest child of Richard Hartley, originally from Cowling, and his second wife Jane 

Elizabeth, formerly Jones.  She died of heart failure on the 20th, two days after giving birth to James 

Arthur, and was buried in Utley cemetery a few days later.  She was aged 39. 

 



 

Jane Elizabeth Hartley’s death certificate – 20/3/1896, in childbirth 

(c) Crown Copyright 

Note:  Richard’s first wife, Sarah Jane (nee Helliwell) of Bingley, had died in 1893 – also during 
or shortly after childbirth.  In that case the child, a son called Richard, also died. 

The 1901 census recorded the Hartley family, Richard and the surviving children of his first marriage 

– Percy aged 16, and Beatrice aged 14 – living on New Road, Farnhill (then also known as Airedale 

and now known as Skipton Road).  James Arthur and his sister, Emily Maud Margaret, the children of 

Richard’s second marriage, were not with them.  Emily, aged six, was living with her father’s sister 

and family, in Keighley; and James Arthur, aged five, was recorded as living in the home of Joseph 

Atkinson and his wife, in Cullingworth. 

By the time of the 1911 census all the members of the Hartley family were reunited, in Farnhill.  

James Arthur was employed as a weaver in a cotton mill. 

 

Extract from 1911 census return – Hartley family 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

At some point between 2nd April 1911 (the date of the census) and 26th May 1915, James Arthur 

must have moved from Farnhill and gone to live in Halifax. 

 

 

 

 



WW1 service 

James Arthur Hartley attested his willingness to serve in the army on the 26th May 1915 at 

Brighouse, and in early June was assigned to the 168 (Huddersfield) Brigade of the Royal Field 

Artillery (RFA) as a Gunner (no. L/25862).  He gave his next of kin as Richard Hartley of 51 Airedale, 

Kildwick; his home address as 4 Bruce Street, Halifax; and his civilian occupation as “Tram 

Conductor”.  He also gave his age as 20 years and two months; in fact, he was just 19. 

Note:  Airedale was in Farnhill.  Many Farnhill addresses were recorded as Kildwick simply 
because that is where the Post Office was located. 

During his training in the UK, James Arthur was promoted first to Bombardier and then, on the 24th 

December 1915, to the rank of Corporal. 

According to Regimental diary, the whole of 168 Brigade were given leave over Christmas 1915.  

However, on Boxing Day telegrams were sent out to the men recalling them and on 27th December 

1915, they were put on a train to Southampton and then sailed for France on board the SS Inventor, 

arriving at Le Havre on the same day to join the 32nd Division. 

 

SS Inventor 

From http://www.cumberlandscarrow.com/steamers.htm 

The Regimental diary reported that at the beginning of April 1917, they were positioned near St. 

Quentin, about 15 miles south of Cambrai – which was an important supply point for the German 

“Hindenberg” line.  On the afternoon of the 3rd, the brigade laid down a barrage in support of French 

troops advancing on their immediate right.   

Later that day and during the morning of the 4th, the brigade moved its position – perhaps hurriedly, 

as the diary recorded that many horses died of fatigue.   

http://www.cumberlandscarrow.com/steamers.htm


At some point during the barrage on the 3rd, James Arthur Hartley was wounded by shrapnel from a 

German shell.  He was transferred to a hospital in Rouen and then, on the 23rd April, was brought 

back across the Channel to a hospital in Manchester – where he was promoted to Sergeant. 

The incident, and details of a letter that James Arthur sent to his sister Emily, was reported in the 

Craven Herald (27/4/1917). 

 

News of James Arthur Hartley’s wounding 

By kind permission of Craven Herald 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Some additional information was included in a report published the following day in the Keighley 

News. 

 

News of James Arthur Hartley’s wounding 

By kind permission of Keighley News 

Note:  There are some factual inaccuracies in both these reports.  James Arthur Hartley was a 
tram conductor, not a “car driver”; he was from Farnhill, not Kildwick; Richard Hartley lived at 
number 51 Airedale, not number 50; and his mother was dead – so no longer residing there.  

While he was home, on 3rd July 1917, James Arthur Hartley, a Sergeant with the Royal Field Artillery, 

aged 21 (he said he was 22), married the 27 year-old spinster Florence Isabel Batty, a jeweller’s 

assistant, at Rhodes Street Wesleyan Chapel, Halifax.  Her home address was 27 Summergate Street, 

Halifax, just a street away from James Arthur’s home in Bruce Street. 

 

Hartley – Batty marriage certificate 

(c) Crown Copyright 

On the 12th December 1917, James Arthur was returned to 168 Brigade in France, where he saw out 

the rest of the war.  He was returned to the UK on 19th January 1919 and demobilized on 17th 

February. 

Note:  It is possible that on one of his last days in France James Arthur may have visited the 
battlefield of Waterloo, in Belgium, taking advantage of one of the trips there organised by 
the brigade throughout January, and recorded in the Regimental diary. 



 

James Arthur Hartley’s WW1 Medal Card – showing him eligible for 1915 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

Post-war life 

Immediately on his demobilization, on 24th February 1919, James Arthur Hartley started work as a 

Constable with Bradford City Police.  He would remain with the force for 26 years, eventually rising 

to the rank of Inspector. 

He and Florence lived for a short while with her widowed mother at 27 Summergate Street, Halifax.  

However by the time the couple’s first child, a daughter called Margaret, was born, on 24th October 

1919, they had moved to The Cottage, Prune Park Farm, Allerton.  This is confirmed by the 1921 

census which also records that Florence’s mother, Isabel Batty, was living there with them at this 

time. 

The Cottage was still the family’s home when their son, Jack, was born on 7th June 1923. 

Shortly afterwards the family moved to 10 Grantham Place, Bradford, and then, in 1930, to a newly 

built house: 60 Bollingbroke Street, Bradford. 

Inspector James Arthur Hartley retired from the police force on 12th February 1946, aged 49 years 

and 10 months.  He was awarded a pension of 2/3rd salary – £310 per annum. 

 

 



By the time the first post-WW2 electoral roll was compiled, in 1946, the family had moved from 60 

Bollingbroke Street and beyond this it has proved impossible to find out any more details about the 

lives of James Arthur Hartley and his family. 

Note:  There are several possible marriage records for both Margaret and Jack Hartley, but the 
names are so common none can be conclusively regarded as the children of James Arthur and 
Florence Isabel Hartley. 

Is seems likely that Florence Isabel Hartley died in the Garstang area of Lancashire, early in 
1961.  There is no conclusive record for the death of James Arthur Hartley. 

 

 



James Arthur Hartley – a life in summary 

Born:  18/3/1896, Farnhill 

Died: unknown   

Parents 

Father:  Richard; b. 1842, Bawsedge, Cowling; d. 1924, Skipton (Registration district) 

Mother: Jane Elizabeth (formerly Jones); b. 1856/7; d. 20/3/1896; bur. 23/3/1896, Utley 

 

Richard Hartley’s first wife was Sarah Jane Helliwell (b. 1856, in Bingley).  They married in Ingrow on 

24/12/1881.  She died 27/2/1893, before Arthur Hartley was born, in or shortly after childbirth – 

Richard d. aged 1 day.  Mother and child buried in Utley 3/3/1893. 

Siblings 

Percy (half-brother); b. 1884, Keighley (Registration district); d. 28/12/1958, Keighley 

Beatrice (half-sister); b. 1886, Keighley (Registration district);  

 m. Jabez Nelson Baxter, 22/4/1911, Keighley; d. 23/2/1949, Farnhill 

Lily Louisa (half-sister); b. 1888, Keighley (Registration district); d. 1/1/1890 

Richard (half-brother); b. 27/2/1893, Keighley (Registration district); d. in infancy (aged 1 day) 

Emily Maud Margaret (Madge); b. 1895, Kildwick;  

 m1. Benjamin Henry Freeman, 23/12/1916, Keighley;  

 m2. Thomas Wilfred Rees, 2/9/1925, Kildwick;  

 d. 1962, Kidderminster (Registration district) 

WW1 service 

Attested:  26/5/1915, Brighouse 

Service period: 27/12/1915 to 17/2/1919 

Regt.: 168 (Huddersfield) Brigade, Royal Field Artillery  

(Gunner/Corporal/Sgt, no. L/25862) 

Medals: 1915 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal 

Home address: 4 Bruce Street, Halifax 

Marriage 

Wife: Florence Isabel Batty; b. 14/2/1890, Halifax; d. 1961, Garstang (Registration district) 

Date:  3/7/1917, at Wesleyan Chapel, Halifax 

Children 

Margaret; b. 24/10/1919, Allerton, Bradford; m. John Myers, 1/3/1952, Christ Church, Skipton 

Jack; b. 7/6/1923, Allerton, Bradford 

                                                         
 


