
Ernest Gibson (1896 – 1964) 

Ernest Gibson, born in Bowling, Bradford, was the illegitimate son  

of Jabez Gibson and Sarah Ann Barlow.   

The couple were never married and Ernest’s mother subsequently  

married William Bulcock, from Eastburn.  William had two children  

of his own and the new family settled in Farnhill. 

Ernest seems to have been very much involved in village life and  

was a member of Kildwick and District Brass Band.  He and his  

step-brother worked in a woollen mill. 

During WW1 Ernest probably served in the army and after the war married and made a home in 

Silsden.  He and his wife, who both worked in the textile trade, were very active in the Labour 

movement.  They had two daughters. 

Ernest Gibson died suddenly in 1964. 

Pre-war life 

Ernest Gibson was born on 21st July 1896 in Bowling, Bradford.  His birth certificate recorded him as 

being the son of Jabez Gibson and Sarah Ann Gibson formerly Barlow, however there is no evidence 

that the couple were actually married. 

 

Ernest Gibson’s birth certificate 

(c) Crown Copyright 

Note:  In 1903 Jabez Gibson married Annie Emily Johnson at All Saints Church, Leeds.  On the 
certificate he stated that he was a bachelor.  Jabez and Annie are known to have had at least 
one child, a daughter called Gladys Helen, born 8th September 1904 in Hunslet, Leeds.  She 
would have been Ernest’s half-sister. 

From 1920 onwards this family lived in Birmingham area.  Jabez died there in 1942, and Gladys 
Helen in 2003. 

 

 



By the time of the 1901 census the four year-old Ernest and his mother were living with his mother’s 

parents and siblings, in Hunslet, Leeds.  She was recorded as being 35 years old and single. 

 

Extract from the 1901 census return for Joseph Street, Hunslet 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

In 1909 Sarah Ann married the widower William Bulcock, a coal carter from Eastburn.  William 

already had two children: a son, Harry(subsequently a Farnhill WW1 Volunteer), who was just a 

month younger than Ernest; and a four year-old daughter, Nellie. 

The new family settled in Farnhill, where the 1911 census recorded them living at 5 Kirkgate.  By this 

time both Harry and Ernest were 14 and had left school.  They were both recorded as being bobbin 

setters in a woollen mill. 

 

Extract from the 1911 census return for 5 Kirkgate, Farnhill 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

At some point prior to WW1 Ernest became a member of Kildwick and District Brass Band. 

 

 

 

 



Ernest Gibson during WW1 

Ernest Gibson’s WW1 service records have not survived (70% of the records were destroyed during 

WW2, in the London blitz of 1940) and there is very little information about when, where, or how he 

served. 

No newspaper reports of the period mentioned him as a member of the armed forces, or included 

his name in any list of the men who were serving. 

Such reports as there are suggest Ernest was in the village perhaps until quite late in the war period: 

 26/2/1915 (West Yorkshire Pioneer) – Ernest Gibson was elected to the committee of 

Kildwick and District Brass Band.  (Farnhill WW1 Volunteer Harry Walmsley was elected at 

the same meeting.) 

 11/8/1916 (West Yorkshire Pioneer) and 12/8/1916 (Keighley News) – Ernest Gibson was 

present when his friend Anthony Whiteoak, of Grange Farm, Kildwick, drowned in a 

swimming accident on the river Aire.  At the inquest, the Coroner said that Ernest had done 

everything he possibly could to help save his friend.  Read the news report from the West 

Yorkshire Pioneer. 

 22/12/1916 (West Yorkshire Pioneer) – Ernest Gibson was one of the coffin bearers at Harry 

Walmsley’s funeral. 

There is no doubt that Ernest Gibson volunteered to serve in WW1 – otherwise his name would not 

have been included in the Farnhill Parish Council Roll of Honour.  However, information about his 

service is slight: 

 W.B. Whitham, who lived in Farnhill throughout WW1, recorded in his diary on 21st May 

1917: 

 

From W.B. Whitham’s diary 

Courtesy of Pauline Pettit 

 On both the 1918 and 1919 electoral rolls for Farnhill, Ernest Gibson of Kirkgate was listed as 

an absent voter, eligible on account of his military service. 

http://www.farnhill.co.uk/WW1%20articles/West%20Yorkshire%20Pioneer%20-%2011th%20August%201916.pdf
http://www.farnhill.co.uk/WW1%20articles/West%20Yorkshire%20Pioneer%20-%2011th%20August%201916.pdf


Post-war life 

After the war Ernest returned to Farnhill, to live with his mother and step-family at 5 Kirkgate.  This 

is confirmed by the 1921 census which shows him working as a cotton weaver for the Bingley 

Weaving Company at the “Indistrial Shed” in Farnhill (the former Farnhill Mill). 

He lived there until June 1927 when he married Edith Dawson of Silsden, in Silsden Methodist 

Chapel.  Both of his step-siblings attended the ceremony and signed the register as witnesses. 

Ernest and Edith made their home in Silsden, living at 8 Albert Square until 1937 before moving to 24 

Hothfield Street and, finally, to 20 South View sometime during WW2. 

On their marriage certificate both Ernest and Edith were recorded as being employed as cotton 

weavers.  However by the time the 1939 register was compiled, at the start of WW2, when wartime 

ration cards were being issued, they had transferred their skills to the weaving of “Air Silk Rayon” – 

which was used in the production of parachutes and barrage balloons. 

 

1939 Register entry for 24 Hothfield Street, Silsden 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

Note:  Ernest’s birthdate is incorrect.  

Ernest subsequently took work as an attendant at an electricity sub-station. 

Both Ernest and Edith were active members of the Silsden branch of the Labour Party, with Ernest 

eventually becoming its vice-chairman.  He was also a committee member of Silsden Co-operative 

Society, and a member of the Silsden Horticultural Society. 

The couple had two daughters: Jean Margaret, born 12th May 1933, who died in 1940; and Betty, 

who was born on 5th May 1940. 

Ernest’s step-father, William, died in Farnhill in 1946 and it seems likely that his mother, Sarah Ann, 

moved to live with Ernest and Edith during the last year or so of her life.  She died in 1951. 

Ernest Gibson collapsed and died at home on 9th March 1964, and was buried in Silsden New 

Cemetery, in the same plot as his daughter Jean.  He was aged 67. 

 



The following obituary appeared in both the Craven Herald and Keighley News a few days later. 

 

Reproduced by kind permission of Craven Herald 

Postscript 

Edith’s active involvement with the Labour Party continued until at least the October 1974 general 

election, at which time she was included on a list of party members.  She died on 19th April 1981 and 

was buried in Silsden New Cemetery, with her husband and daughter, Jean. 

 

Gibson family grave, in Silsden New Graveyard 



Betty Gibson, Ernest and Edith’s second daughter, married Graham Gornier in 1965 – somewhere in 

the Skipton area.  It is not known whether they had any children or whether they continued to live in 

the local area. 

 



Ernest Gibson – a life in summary 

Born:  21/7/1896, Bowling, Bradford 

Died: 9/3/1964 Aged:  67 

Home address:  20 South View Terrace, Silsden 

Parents 

Father:  Jabez Gibson; b. 1859, Hunslet, Leeds;  
m. Annie Emily Johnson, 10/10/1903, All Saints Church, Leeds; 
d. 1942, Birmingham (Registration district) 

Mother: Sarah Ann Barlow; b. 1867, Swinton;  
m. William Bulcock, 1909, Skipton (Registration district); 
d. May 1951, Silsden; buried 21/5/1951, Kildwick St. Andrew's 

Married: Unmarried, although Sarah Ann used the surname Gibson on Ernest’s birth certificate.  

Siblings 

Harry Bulcock (step-brother); b. 13/8/1896, Farnhill; m. Annie Pickles, 18/8/1927, Keighley; 

 d. 15/12/1963, Farnhill 

Nellie Bulcock (step-sister); b. 10/1/1905, Eastburn ; m. Ernest Craven, 1933 

Gladys Helen Gibson (half-sister); b. 8/9/1904, Hunslet, Leeds; d. February 2003, Birmingham  

Relationship to other volunteers 

Thomas Bulcock – was Ernest’s step-uncle (1909) 

Harry Bulcock – step-brother (1909) 

WW1 service 

Army service started 21st May 1917.  No further details known. 

Marriage 

Wife: Edith Dawson; b. 31/1/1900, Skipton; d. 19/4/1981, Silsden 

Date:  4/6/1927, Silsden Methodist Chapel (witnessed by Harry and Nellie Bulcock) 

Children 

Jean Margaret, b. 12/5/1933, Silsden; d. 1940, Keighley (Registration district) 

Betty, b. 5/5/1940, Silsden; m. Graham L. Gornier, 1965, Staincliffe (Registration district) 

 

                                                         
 


