
William Feather (1878 – 1957) 

William Feather was born in Farnhill and by the age of 12 was  

working in a cotton mill.  A gifted musician, who was active in many  

village organisations, he married a girl who was in service at  

Kildwick Hall. 

Because William Feather’s name is on the Farnhill Parish Council list 

of volunteers it can be assumed that he volunteered to serve in  

World War 1 – although local newspaper reports from 1915 to  

1918, show that he was taking part in village activities throughout  

that period. 

William and his wife, Minnie, had three children, but one daughter died in a whooping cough 

epidemic in 1916. 

After the war William continued his musical activities as a violinist with the Institute Orchestra.  

Later he was one of the organisers for local celebrations of the coronation of George VI, in 1937. 

He died in 1957 and is buried, with his young daughter, in a grave in Kildwick churchyard.  

Pre-war life 

William Feather was born in on 5th June 1878, in Farnhill, and was baptised in October of that year, 

at St. Andrew’s, Kildwick.  He was the youngest of three children born to Overton Feather, originally 

from Sutton in Craven, and Elizabeth (nee Overend), who was born in Farnhill.   

William’s sister, Emma, and his brother, James, were both born in Farnhill, in 1874 and 1877 

respectively.  James died in December 1878 – just before his second birthday and six months after 

William was born. 

It is likely that William attended Kildwick school but by the time of the 1891 census, taken when he 

was 12, he had already left school and was working – as were the other members of the family – in a 

cotton mill. 

 

Extract from 1891 census return for Farnhill – Feather family living at Canal Terrace 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

 

Photograph by kind permission of 

Elaine Clewer 



William’s mother died on 15th January 1901, aged 56, and this is reflected on the census taken later 

that year, which shows Overton and his two children living at 87 Main Street, Farnhill.  Overton 

himself died later that year, aged 61.  Both of William’s parents were buried in Kildwick. 

William seems to have been a quite gifted violinist, and his name appears in connection with a 

number of musical events in the village; the earliest of these being a concert held in Kildwick school 

on 15th December 1900.   

 

Concert programme – included in Kildwick School log book 

Reproduced by kind permission of Kildwick School 

He also performed in a similar show a year later. 

On 26th April 1904, William married Minnie Watson at St. Andrew's Church, Kildwick.   

Minnie had been born in Halifax but had come to the area, at the age of 14, to be a domestic servant 

for the Brigg family at Kildwick Hall.  They gave her a set of silver spoons as a wedding present. 

The 1911 census records the couple living, with two children – John Overton (known as Jack) and 

Barbara Watson – and William’s sister Emma, at 17 Mary Street, Farnhill.  Subsequently, sometime 

between 1915 and 1918, the family moved to number 5. 



 

John Overton (Jack) and Barbara Watson Feather 

Photograph courtesy of Elaine Clewer 

 

 

Extract from the 1911 census return for 17 Mary Street, Farnhill 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

Note:  The “Particulars of Marriage” section records that the couple had been married for five 
years, and had had two children, both living; no children born to the marriage had died. 



In addition to his interest in musical events, William also appears to have played a role in a large 

number of village organisations, as reported in the local press: 

 Kildwick Parish Institute committee member, 1909 (Craven Herald, 3/2/1909) 

 Kildwick Old Boys’ Football Club secretary, 1909 (Craven Herald, 23/4/1909) 

 Farnhill Water Company director, 1910 (Craven Herald, 21/1/1910) 

 Farnhill Institute committee, 1912 (Craven Herald, 18/10/1912) 

 Kildwick Albion Cricket Club secretary, 1914/15 (Keighley News 23/1/1915) 

William Feather during WW1 

There is no doubt that William Feather volunteered to serve in WW1 – otherwise his name would 

not have been included in the Farnhill Parish Council Roll of Honour.  However, it has not been 

possible to say when, where, or how he served.  Given his age when war broke out and the fact that 

he was married with children, and a diabetic, it may have been that his application to join the forces 

was rejected. 

No newspaper reports of the period mentioned him as a member of the armed forces, or included 

his name in any list of the men who were serving, and he left no known recollections of service life 

during WW1 with his family. 

On the other hand there a number of pieces of evidence that suggest William was in the village for 

large parts of the war period: 

 23/1/1915 (Keighley News) – William delivered the secretary’s report to Kildwick Albion 

Cricket Club, and was re-elected as secretary for the coming year. 

 William was recorded on the 1915 electoral roll for Farnhill, living at 17 Mary Street. 

 4/8/1917 (Keighley News) – William won a number of prizes at Farnhill Flower Show. 

 William appeared on the 1918 electoral roll, living at 5 Mary Street.  A number of other 

servicemen appear on this roll as “Absent Voters”, but William was clearly present in the 

village at the time the roll was compiled. 

 13/7/1918 (Keighley News) – William formed part of a string trio which performed at an 

“Olde Time Fayre” held at Kildwick Hall to raise funds for Kildwick and Farnhill Institute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In February 1916, at a time when an epidemic of whooping cough was running through Kildwick 

School, William and Minnie’s daughter Barbara died.  Her death was recorded in the Kildwick School 

log by the headmaster, Thomas Appleby. 

 

Kildwick School log entry – 15
th

 February 1916 

Reproduced by kind permission of Kildwick School 

On 27th January 1917, William and Minnie’s third child, the exotically named Venice Mary, was born.  

(Venice was named after a lady who had visited Kildwick Hall when Minnie was a servant there.  Her 

godmother was Lily Green, the sister of Farnhill WW1 Volunteers Joseph and Harry Green.) 

 

Venice Mary Feather 

Photograph courtesy of Elaine Clewer 



Post-war life 

After the war William, Minnie and their children continued to live at 5 Mary Street.  The 1921 census 

records the family living there, along with William’s sister Emma.  Both William and Emma are 

recorded as working for the Bingley Weaving Company at the mill in Farnhill Main Street (the old 

Farnhill Mill building).  William as a warp-dresser and Emma as a weaver. 

The Kildwick School pupil admissions records for 1918 to 1931 (the only years for which records have 

been found) record the attendance of Venice Mary from 27/9/1921 (aged 4 years, 8 months) to 

17/9/1928 – when she left to go to secondary school.   

Throughout the 1920s the Feather children, Jack and Venice, followed their father in taking part in a 

number of musical events in the village.  Jack in particular appears to have had a fine bass voice. 

 

From Craven Herald 1925 (exact date unknown) 

By kind permission of Craven Herald 



 

Extract of an article from the Craven Herald 2/4/1926 

By kind permission of Craven Herald 

 

Extract of an article from the Craven Herald 9/4/1926 

By kind permission of Craven Herald 

 



 

From Craven Herald 8/10/1926 

By kind permission of Craven Herald 

In 1930, William and his son combined, with others, to form a scratch-band that played at a garden 

fete in the grounds of Kildwick Hall to raise funds for Kildwick and Farnhill Institute, styling 

themselves “The Institute Orchestra”. 

 

Extracts from an in the Craven Herald 29/8/1930 

By kind permission of Craven Herald 



Around this time, William also became involved with the local lodge of the Oddfellows and when the 

senior member of the lodge, Richard Green Kitson (father of the Farnhill WW1 Volunteers Albert and 

Harry Kitson) died, William was one of the coffin bearers (Craven Herald 25/2/1927). 

 

William Feather in Oddfellows Provincial Grand Master regalia 

Photograph courtesy of Elaine Clewer 

In 1933 William and Minnie’s son, Jack, married Elsie Campbell and they set up home at 15 Ashleigh 

Street, in Keighley. 

In 1937, William was a member of the committee that organised the Farnhill and Kildwick 

celebrations for the coronation of King George VI.  He, together with his wife Minnie, (who may also 

have been a committee member), and his sister Emma attended the tea-party for older residents of 

the village. 



 

Front cover of the programme for the Farnhill and Kildwick 1937 coronation celebrations 

From the Farnhill and Kildwick Local History Group archive 

It is clear that William was also a member of the Kildwick & Farnhill Institute in the 1930s.  The 

project has seen records of him paying membership fees of 7/6d each year for 1937 to 1939. 

By the time of the 1939 Register, created when ration cards were being distributed at the start of 

WW2, 5 Mary Street was occupied by William and Minnie; Emma, William’s older sister; and Venice, 

their daughter – who was employed as a Building Society Clerk. 



 

1939 Register entry for 5 Mary Street, Farnhill 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

Note:  The 1939 Register was updated after WW2 to record subsequent changes of surname, 
hence it also records Venice’s married name. 

In 1946 Venice married Thomas McArdle in the Paddington area of West London.  The couple set up 

home in Hampton. 

 

William Feather died, of pneumonia, in St. John’s Hospital, Keighley, on 31st December 1957.  He was 

buried in Kildwick churchyard, with his daughter Barbara. 

 

William Feather’s grave in St. Andrew’s churchyard, Kildwick 



Postscript 

After William’s death his wife, Minnie, went to live with their daughter, Venice Mary, in Hampton, 

west of London.  She died in 1978, aged 96.  

John (Jack) Overton Feather died in the Keighley area, in 1977.  Venice Mary McArdle died in 

Hampton, in 1979. 

John and his wife are known to have had a child, and there are descendants living in the local area. 



William Feather – a life in summary 

Born:  5/6/1878, Farnhill 

Baptised: 27/10/1878, Kildwick   

Died: 31/12/1957, St. John’s Hospital, Keighley Aged:  79 

Home address:  5 Mary Street, Farnhill   

Parents 

Father:  Overton; b. 1840, Sutton; d. 1/10/1901, Farnhill 

Mother: Elizabeth (nee Overend); b. 28/12/1844, Farnhill; d. 15/1/1901, Farnhill;  
buried 18/1/1901, Kildwick 

Married: 1873, Skipton (Registration district) 

Siblings 

Emma; b. 26/10/1874, Farnhill; d. 9/5/1956, Farnhill; buried 12/5/1956, Kildwick St. Andrew's 

James, b. 27/1/1877, Farnhill; d. December 1878, Farnhill 

WW1 service 

No service details known. 

Marriage 

Wife: Minnie Watson; b. 26/8/1882, Skircoat, Halifax; d. 1978, Hampton 

Date:  26/4/1904, at St. Andrew's, Kildwick 

Children 

John Overton; b. 31/10/1905; m. Elsie Campbell, 15/7/1933, St. John’s Church, Ingrow;  

 d. February 1977 

Barbara Watson; b. 28/11/1906; d. 1916, Farnhill; buried 15/2/1916, Kildwick 

Venice Mary; b. 27/1/1917; m. Thomas McArdle, 1946, Paddington (Registration district);  

 d. 1979, Hampton 

 

 

                                                         
 


