
Harry Bulcock (1896 – 1963) 

Harry Bulcock lived in Farnhill and Eastburn as a child.  He had a  

sister, nine years younger, and a step-brother, a month older  

than himself – his father having remarried after the death of  

Harry’s mother. 

On leaving school Harry worked in a woollen mill and entered the  

forces in 1916.  Wounded, and hospitalised in Rouen, he later  

served in the Labour Corps. 

Returning to Farnhill, he married and subsequently worked for the Kildwick Gas Company. 

Harry died in 1963.  He and his wife had no children. 

Pre-war life 

Harry Bulcock was born in Farnhill on 13th August 1896 and was baptised at St. Andrew’s, Kildwick, a 

few months later.  He was the first child of William Bulcock, a coal carter originally from Lothersdale, 

and Ann (nee Holmes) of Eastburn. 

The family appear to have lived initially in Starkey Lane, Farnhill, (possibly with William’s parents, 

Peter and Isabella) before moving to 29 Newby Road, which is where they were living at the time of 

the 1901 census.   

They then moved briefly to 56 Starkey Lane before moving out of the village to Eastburn for a 

number of years, settling at 3 Grange View. 

While the family was living in Eastburn, William and Ann’s second child, a daughter called Nellie, was 

born on 10th January 1905.  Then, in September 1907, Ann died at the age of 36.  She was buried in 

Kildwick churchyard on the 10th.  Harry was aged 11; his sister Nellie was just two. 

William remarried in 1909.  His second wife was Sarah Ann Barlow, originally from Swinton.  She 

already had a son, Ernest Gibson (subsequently a Farnhill WW1 Volunteer), who was a month older 

than Harry. 
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The reconstituted family returned to live in Farnhill, where the 1911 census recorded them living at 

5 Kirkgate.  By this time both Harry and Ernest were 14 and had left school.  They were both 

recorded as being bobbin setters in a woollen mill. 

 

Extract from the 1911 census return for the Bulcock family, 5 Kirkgate, Farnhill 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

WW1 service 

Harry Bulcock’s WW1 service records have not survived (70% of the records were destroyed during 

WW2, in the London blitz of 1940) but it is clear from other sources that he entered the forces in 

March 1916 and served as a member of 2/6th battalion the Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) 

Regiment (Private, no. 267231).   

Harry Bulcock’s name is among the list of men who were members of the battalion’s “C” Company 

recorded in the book “Craven’s Part in the Great War”, which was published after the war. 

 

A page from “Craven’s Part in the Great War” listing men of 2/6
th

 battalion Duke of Wellington’s Regiment 



Harry’s name was included on Farnhill Methodist Chapel’s Roll of Honour, which was unveiled on 9th 

July 1916. 

 

The digitally-restored Farnhill Methodist Roll of Honour (1916) 



The war diary of 2/6 battalion Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment records that an 

inspection was carried out by the GOC (General Officer Commanding) of the Northern Army at its 

Bedford headquarters at 12:45pm on 3rd February 1917, and later that day it received the order to 

embark on the 5th. 

The battalion, a total of 33 officers and 953 men, including Private Harry Bulcock, sailed from 

Southampton to Le Havre on three vessels: Mona’s Queen, Caesarea and Huntscraft, arriving at 8am 

on 6th February 1917.  By the 17th they were in the front line. 

In May 1917, 2/6 battalion were in action near Mory, south-east of the town of Arras; their principal 

objective being to secure a railway embankment.  The Regimental diary reports that between 13th 

and 20th May the battalion suffered the loss of one man killed and a further eight wounded.   

It seems likely that Harry was one of the eight men wounded at this time, as on the 18th he was 

admitted to hospital in Rouen with a gunshot wound to the right knee.  This was a category XI 

wound – defined as “Gunshot wound with direct penetration or perforation of the larger joints”.  It 

required his subsequent transfer to the Royal Free Hospital in London, as reported in the Craven 

Herald on 25th May. 

 

Reproduced by kind permission of Craven Herald 

Harry was not discharged from hospital until 23rd August 1917.  

It seems unlikely that he returned to the West Riding Regiment.  His medal card suggests that he 

also served in the Labour Corps (Private, no. 647222).  This unit was formed in January 1917, to 

provide the manpower required to build and maintain roads, railways, buildings, camps, etc. both in 

the UK and abroad.  The Corps was manned by officers and other ranks who had been medically 

rated below the condition needed for front line service.  Many were men, like Harry, who had been 

wounded. 



 

Harry Bulcock’s WW1 Medal Card, showing service in both West Riding Regiment and Labour Corps 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

No further information is available on Harry Bulcock’s subsequent WW1 service, although it is known 

that he was discharged on 11th October 1919. 

As a result of his wounds he was awarded a pension of 8s (40p) per week for what was judged to be 

a 20% disability.  Payments continued until at least 1924. 

 

 

Extracts from Harry Bulcock’s WW1 pension ledger (SB 36)  

Used under licence from the National Archive 



Post-war life 

Harry returned to the village and lived at 5 Kirkgate, with his family, for several years.  

The 1921 census recorded Harry as working for Kildwick Gas Company, and this was the industry he 

would remain in for the rest of his working life.  He would subsequently become a clerk with both 

the Kildwick company and, later, with the North Eastern Gas Board. 

On 4th June 1927 Harry and his sister Nellie were the witnesses when their step-brother Ernest 

Gibson married at the Methodist Chapel in Silsden.   

A few months later, on 18th August, Nellie again acted as witness at a wedding.  This time it was 

Harry who was the groom, marrying Annie Pickles of Oakworth, in the Wesleyan Chapel, Temple 

Street, Keighley.  

 

Bulcock – Pickles marriage certificate 

(c) Crown Copyright 

On the marriage certificate Harry was described as a “Collector for Kildwick Gas Company”. 

The couple set up home at 9 Staincliffe Street, Farnhill. 

Note:  Staincliffe Street (or Back Staincliffe Street, as it was sometimes known) was the name 
given to a terrace of small dwellings, each typically just two or three rooms, that formed the 
rear basements of properties that had their fronts on Main Street, close to its junction with 
Grange Road.  The rooms have since been incorporated into the Main Street properties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



During WW2 Harry joined the Kildwick Home Guard. 
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At some point during WW2 the couple moved to 12 Main Street, Farnhill. 

Note:  Former Farnhill resident Keith Bunnett remembers his own family living at 12 Main 
Street before WW2.  He recalls that Harry and Annie Bulcock moved into the house when the 
Bunnetts moved next door to number 14 which, unlike number 12, had electricity.  

Harry’s father, William, died in 1946; and his step-mother, Sarah Ann, in 1951. 

 

Harry Bulcock died of heart disease, at home, on 15th December 1963; he was aged 67.  Annie was 

present when he died. 

 

Harry Bulcock’s death certificate 

(c) Crown Copyright 



Postscript 

Annie Bulcock left Farnhill shortly after Harry’s death.  She died on 24th February 1971, at 5 Valley 

View, Greenway, Crosshills; aged 77. 

Harry and Annie had no children. 

 

 

 



Harry Bulcock – a life in summary 

Born:  13/8/1896, Farnhill 

Baptised: 27/12/1896, Kildwick   

Died: 15/12/1963; 12 Main Street, Farnhill Aged:  67 

Parents 

Father:  William; b. 9/10/1866, Lothersdale; d. 1946, Skipton (Registration district) 

Mother: Ann (nee Holmes); b. 11/1/1871, Eastburn; d. 1907, Eastburn; buried 10/9/1907, Kildwick 

Married: 17/2/1896, Steeton Parish Church 

William was remarried, in 1909, to Sarah Ann Barlow. 

Siblings 

Nellie; b. 10/1/1905, Eastburn; m. Ernest Craven, 1933 

Ernest Gibson (step-brother); b. 19/7/1896, Bradford  

Relationship to other volunteers 

Thomas Bulcock – was Harry’s paternal uncle 

Ernest Gibson – step-brother, 1909 (son of William Bulcock’s second wife, Sarah Ann Barlow) 

WW1 service 

Service period: March 1916 to 11/10/1919 

Regt.: 2/6th battalion Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment (Private, no. 267231) 

Labour Corps (Private, no. 647222) 

Medals: British War Medal, Victory Medal 

Home address: 5 Kirkgate, Farnhill 

Marriage 

Wife: Annie Pickles; b. 14/2/1894, Keighley (Registration district); d. 24/2/1971, Crosshills 

Date:  18/8/1927; Wesley Chapel, Temple Street, Keighley 

Children 

None known. 

 

 

                                                         
 


