
Cecil James Baugh (1897 – 1976)  

Cecil Baugh was only one year old when his father died.  He and his 

mother then went to live with his mother’s family in Main Street 

Farnhill.  To provide for herself and her young son, Margaret Baugh 

worked in the local mills.  In 1908, she married William Crossley; two 

years later Cecil’s half- brother was born and, in 1917, twin girls. 

Volunteering in 1916, Cecil did not start his war service until 1918 – 

serving in the Coldstream Guards.  Returning to the UK with his 

regiment in 1919, he was discharged and returned to Farnhill where  

he was involved with the Methodist chapel. 

Cecil married his cousin in 1923; they had one son and lived in Crosshills. The Baughs celebrated 

their Golden Wedding, in 1973, and Cecil died in 1976 aged 78 – having survived his wife by two 

years. 

Pre-war life 

Cecil Baugh (always pronounced “Cee-cil”) was born on the 19th December 1897 and baptised at 

Farnhill Methodist Chapel in March 1898. 

 

Cecil Baugh’s entry in the Farnhill Methodist Chapel baptismal register 

Scanned by Farnhill & Kildwick History Group 

He was the only child of William James Baugh, a railway employee at Kildwick Goods Yard, originally 

from Shropshire, and Margaret (nee Walmsley) of Main Street, Farnhill.  

In March 1899, when Cecil was only one year old, his father died of nephritis (kidney infection); he 

was just 21.   

Margaret and young Cecil moved back to live with her family, and the 1901 census recorded the two 

of them living with Margaret’s parents, James and Elizabeth Walmsley, her sister Beatrice, and six 

year-old brother Percy (who would also become one of the Farnhill WW1 Volunteers) at 25 Main 

Street, Farnhill.   
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Extract from the 1901 census, showing 25 Main Street, Farnhill 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

In order to provide for herself and Cecil, the widowed Margaret worked as a worsted weave twister 

at Farnhill Mill.  When that burnt down, in December 1905, she was fortunate enough to get work at 

Airedale Mill on the main Skipton road. When that also burnt down, in March 1906, she found 

employment at Bradley Mill. 

 

A double tragedy for Farnhill 

Photograph from the Farnhill and Kildwick History Group archive 

In 1908 Margaret married Wilfred Crossley who had been living at 2 South View, Farnhill with his 

brother Albert, who was married to Margaret’s older sister, Emily.  



Margaret, Wilfred and Cecil made their home in 7 Hanover Street, Farnhill, which at the time was 

one of a row of back to back terrace houses.  In 1910 Cecil’s half-brother, Harry Crossley, was born.   

The family of four were recorded on the 1911 census, by which time Cecil had already left school 

and was working as a “Doffer” in one of the local mills. 

 

Extract from the 1911 census return for 7 Hanover Street, Farnhill 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

Note:  The “Particulars of Marriage” section records that the couple had been married for two 
years, and had had one child (Harry).  That child was living and no children born to the 
marriage had died. 

Twin girls, Mary and Elizabeth, were born to Wilfred and Margaret in 1917. 

WW1 service 

Cecil volunteered just a month after his eighteenth birthday, in January 1916.  He attested his 

willingness to serve when called upon, swearing his oath to local magistrate James Bairstow at 

Crosshills.  This was just ahead of, and may have been prompted by, the forthcoming introduction of 

conscription just a few days later.  

As was usual for those who attested, he was assigned to a Special Reserves class (Class 8, in Cecil’s 

case) which, together with his age, would determine when he was called up for service. 

Cecil’s name was recorded on the Farnhill Methodist Church’s roll of honour, but was added (as 

were a number of others) after it was officially unveiled on 9th July 1916, suggesting that although he 

volunteered before the introduction of conscription he was not called up for service until later in the 

conflict. 



 

The digitally-restored Farnhill Methodist Roll of Honour (1916) 



Cecil’s military records show that he started his service, as a private in the Coldstream Guards 

(service number 24647), on 17th April 1918 and, after training, he was sent to France – travelling 

from Folkestone to  Boulogne on 1st November 1918.  After a few days in a depot camp, he joined 

the 2nd battalion on the 9th November – just 2 days before the Armistice. 

 

Cecil Baugh’s attestation form, showing the date on which he volunteered (22
nd

 January 1916)  

and the date on which his service with the Coldstream Guards started (17
th

 April 1918) 

Used under licence from the National Archive 



Like many of the Farnhill WW1 Volunteers, Cecil’s service did not end with the Armistice, and his 

military records show that he was admitted to a field hospital on 15th December 1918 and stayed for 

almost a month.  No further details were included. 

On 26th February 1919, 2nd battalion Coldstream Guards returned to the UK from Dunkirk. 

Cecil was finally discharged from the army and transferred to the reserves on the 23rd October 1919.  

He was subsequently awarded the British War Medal and Allied Victory Medal in acknowledgement 

of his service. 

 

Medal card for Private Cecil Baugh, Coldstream Guards (service number 24647) 

Used under licence from the National Archive 

Post-war life 

After the war Cecil returned to Farnhill, and the electoral rolls for 1919 to 1923 show him living back 

with his parents in Hanover Street. 

Even before he was officially discharged from the army, Cecil was elected to be a Trustee of Farnhill 

Methodist Chapel in May 1918.  He would later join the choir. 

The 1921 census records Cecil as being an Iron Turner, working for Lund’s at Eastburn.  

 



On the 13th October 1923 Cecil Baugh married Lilian (Lily) Dutton Fletcher, his cousin, at Skipton 

Register Office.  The marriage was witnessed by, amongst others, Percy Edward Walmsley, Cecil’s 

uncle. 

 

Cecil Baugh – Lilian Dutton Fletcher, marriage certificate 

(c) Crown Copyright 

The couple set up home together at Lily’s old home, 3 Lothersdale Road, Crosshills, which is where 

their only child, a son called James Dennis (known as Dennis), was born on the 14th September 1924.  

(Dennis would become a postman in Crosshills during the 1970s, and lived in Holme Lane.) 

By 1926, however, the family had moved to 14 Milligan Fields, Crosshills.  This would be Cecil and 

Lily’s home for over 40 years.   

They moved to 15 Washburn Drive, Crosshills, in 1971, which is where they celebrated 50 years of 

marriage in 1973. 

Lily Baugh died in 1974. 

The photograph below shows Cecil in 1975, aged 77, with his half-sister Mary Barnett (nee Crossley). 
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Cecil James Baugh died, at his home, on 4th May 1976.  He was aged 78. 

 

 

 



He is commemorated in the Skipton crematorium Book of Remembrance. 

 

Postscript 

Cecil and Lily’s son, Dennis, married but had no children. 

Cecil’s half-brother and sisters married and had children, and there are descendants still living in the 

local area. 

 

 

 

 

 



Cecil James Baugh – a life in summary 

Born:  19/12/1897, Farnhill   

Baptised: 13/3/1898, Farnhill Methodist Chapel  

Died: 4/5/1976 Aged:  78 

Home address:  15 Washburn Drive, Crosshills   

Parents 

Father:  William James; b.1877, Dawley, Shropshire; d. 1899, Farnhill 

Mother: Margaret (nee Walmsley); b. 9/9/1876, Farnhill; d. 23/3/1966, Crosshills 

Married: 18/9/1897, Skipton (Registration district) 

Siblings 

Harry Crossley (half-brother); b. 3/7/1910, Farnhill; m1. Elizabeth Jeffers, divorced late 1940s; 

 m2. Gladys Rishworth, 20/5/1950, Farnhill Methodist Chapel; d. 20/3/1994 

Mary Crossley (half-sister) b. 7/2/1917, Farnhill; bapt. 8/4/1917, Farnhill Methodist Chapel;  

 m. John R. Barnett, 1936, Skipton (Registration district); d. 21/3/2008 

Elizabeth Crossley (half-sister), b. 7/2/1917, Farnhill; bapt. 8/4/1917, Farnhill Methodist Chapel; 

 m. Stanley Taylor, 7/10/1939; d. 4/3/1973 

Relationship to other volunteers 

Percy Edward Walmsley (Cecil was his nephew) 

WW1 service 

Attested:  22/1/1916, Crosshills 

Service period: 17/4/1918 to 23/10/1919 

Regt.: 2nd battalion, Coldstream Guards (Private, no. 24647) 

Medals: British War Medal, Victory Medal 

Home address: 7 Hanover Street, Farnhill 

Marriage 

Wife: Lilian Dutton Fletcher; b. 18/3/1898, Dawley, Shropshire; d. 1974, Crosshills 

Date:  13/10/1923, Skipton Register Office 

Children 

James Dennis; b. 14/9/1924, Farnhill; m. Georgina Alexandra (?);  

 d. 31/5/1996, Keighley (Registration district) 

                                                         
 


