
Kildwick – Best Kept Village 

Introduction 

From the late 1970s until 1990 Kildwick participated in the “Best Kept Village Competition” 

organised by the Yorkshire Rural Community Council.   

The early part of this period was the time in which Kildwick was part of the Bradford Metropolitan 

area and, consequently, was in competition against other villages in the West Yorkshire area, rather 

than against some of the more “chocolate box” villages of North Yorkshire. 

The competition took place every two or three years and reflected the care parishioners took of 

their community, which were judged on criteria such as: well-maintained properties, the condition 

of walls, well cut grass, lack of litter, presence of litter bins, memorials kept in good order, bus 

shelters, hedges kept cut, gardens tidy, general lack of weeds, signs, gates, stiles, pub car parks and 

their environments all being kept in excellent condition.  

After entering the competition the villages had a certain length of time to get their environs into 

good order.  They were then judged, but not notified of the date. 

1977 – Kildwick, runners-up  

In order to prepare for the judging, the village was divided up into sections with people taking 

particular responsibility for their own section whilst also helping out in other areas as and when 

required. 

Litter picking took place throughout the judging period, preceded by a huge initial clean up during 

which a four-ton lorry was filled with rubbish. 

All that summer, the Chairman of the Parish Meeting took it upon himself to mow all the grass 

verges up to the top of Priest Bank Road and round by Kildwick Hall and, as it was not known which 

parts of the village the judges would look at, the entrance and exit to the village were kept in 

immaculate condition. 

 

In the event, the 1977 the competition was won by West Bretton.  But Kildwick was one of the 

runners-up and received a tree – which was planted in the churchyard.  (The other West Yorkshire 

runners up were Badsworth, East Bierley, Heath, Notton and Thorner.) 



 

The judge’s report remarked: 

 

 

 



1979 – Kildwick, runners-up (again) 

Another entry, with the same result. 

 

The judge’s report included a comment on the recent (and temporary) separation of Farnhill (which 

was part of Craven) from Kildwick (part of Bradford Met.).   

 

Note:  It does seem a little unfair for the village to be criticised because an ancient wicket-gate was 

too narrow for a plus-sized judge to use.  It’s also difficult to see what could have been done about 

the village being “too diffuse” to judge properly.  



1982 – Kildwick win ! 

By the time Kildwick applied to take part in the 1982 competition it was clear that this would be the 

village’s last chance to win in the West Yorkshire region.  Kildwick had succeeded in its long fight to 

leave the Bradford Metropolitan area and it was clear that by the time the competition was run 

again the village would be part of North Yorkshire. 

A supreme effort was made to ensure victory.  Bradford Met helped by emptying the litter bins 

placed by the villagers, and also bedded out the Memorial Garden.  Pupils from the village primary 

school were also involved, keeping the recreation ground tidy.  Part of the churchyard was fenced 

off and sheep used to keep the grass down. Extra trees and bulbs, bought with money raised at 

social events, were also planted around the village.   

For some 18 months there had been a half sunken canal pleasure boat sticking out of the canal and 

looking very unsightly within the area that was to be judged, and so the Chairman of the Parish 

Meeting asked a friend of his who owned a tractor to bring it down to the towpath where they 

attached the wreck of the boat to the tractor and towed it further down the canal until it was out of 

the judging area.   

There were other smaller incidents.  One involved a lady who had parked her car near Barratts 

bridge and was sitting in the car eating sweets and throwing the wrappers out of the window.  The 

Chairman was cutting the grass at the time and noticed this and, having picked the wrappers up, 

tapped on the window and said “I think these are yours, madam” and dropped them back into the 

car.  A further incident involved a resident of the village who was making the tea for the Parish 

Rooms and who emptied a commercial-sized teapot full of dozens of used tea bags out on to 

Parson’s Walk.  She was reminded in no uncertain terms that Kildwick was in the middle of the Best 

Kept Village competition. 

After the judging in 1979 it had become clear that identifying the position of the boundary between 

Farnhill and Kildwick had been an issue and that Kildwick had been “marked down” as a result of the 

state of the garages on Buckler Hill.  In order that such confusion should not occur again, the 

Chairman of the Parish Meeting wrote to the organisers asking that the judges contact people who 

knew the precise boundary before they started their work. 

All the hard work paid off, and the village was judged “the worthy winner”. 

 



As its prize, the village received an oak seat (which subsequently disappeared !) and a cast-iron 

plaque which we kept on display until the next competition. 

The presentation ceremony was held in the churchyard, followed by a very successful afternoon tea 

in the church.  In accepting the prize, Mr Keith Midgley, Chairman of the Parish Meeting, said that 

after being one of the runners up twice Kildwick had been determined to win in 1982.  He thanked 

everyone who had helped to keep the village clean and tidy and said that the following April the 

village was to move into North Yorkshire and so had a unique opportunity to win the award in both 

areas. 

The event was reported fully by the local press. 

 



 



 



Subsequent years – Kildwick unplaced 

In subsequent years, faced with opposition from villages in the Yorkshire Dales, Kildwick was unable 

to repeat its successes of 1977, 1979 and 1982. 

Judge’s report for 1984: 

 

Note:  Once again the judges appear to have wandered over the boundary.  The lifebelts are on the 

canal-side in Farnhill.  

Judge’s report for 1987: 

 

 

 

 



Judge’s report for 1990: 

 

 

After this the rules for the competition were changed and judging concentrated more on the 

facilities available for organisations within the village, which Kildwick didn’t have, and less to do with 

taking care of the village, and it seemed to the community that there would be no point in taking 

part under the new regulations. 

 


