Kildwick School WW1 memorial - a recent find

Introduction

As part of the History Group’s “Farnhill WW1 Volunteers Project” we made full use of all the local
WW1 memorials we could find, including:

e The Kildwick parish memorial, of course. We found out information about its building,
unveiling, and also obtained a photograph of it decked with wreaths and flowers.

e The Bairstow’s Mill memorial. We took photos of it in its current, rather convenient,
location —inside the King’s Arms, in Sutton.

e The Farnhill Primitive Methodist memorial. This was found in the chapel after it had been
closed and donated to the project. We had it restored and a digital copy made - now on

display in Farnhill Institute.

e The memorial from St. John’s Church Cononley. A photograph was loaned to us for

scanning.

Even after the project wound down, at the end of 2018, we were pleased to receive a full-size copy
of the WW1 memorial from Woodrow’s Mill, at Junction; kindly provided by the current owners of
the site, Burberry.

But, despite a considerable amount of effort, there was one that we were unable to find any trace
of: the Kildwick School WW1 memorial.

We asked at the school, where a search of the premises kindly carried out by the staff drew a blank.
We asked former pupils if they could remember seeing it, but to no avail.

By the time the project had come to an end we were left to conclude, sadly, that the memorial had
disappeared, and presumed to have been destroyed.



What we were able to find out

Although we were unable to find the memorial, or any photograph of it, there is no doubt that such
a memorial did exist and that it was displayed in the school.

There were these entries in the school Log Book, written by the headmaster Thomas Appleby:

January 30th 1920: A School War Memorial with the names of 15 former scholars who gave
their lives during the war has been erect in school.

The central panel has a picture of a kneeling figure of St. George. The inscription is “That
unselfishness and duty cheerfully done may be a lasting example. In grateful memory of
former scholars of Kildwick School who gave their lives in the Great War.”

and:

February 8th 1920: The above memorial was unveiled today by the Headmaster in the
presence of a number of past and present scholars.

The vicar conducted a service and the choirs of St. Andrew’s Church, Kildwick and Farnhill
Primitive Methodist Chapel rendered an anthem and sang suitable hymns. The Headmaster
gave a brief address.

County Councillor J.J. Brigg JP attended.

There was also a newspaper report of the unveiling. Here are some extracts:

A beautiful memorial, provided by former scholars of the Kildwick National School to
commemorate the sacrifices of old scholars in the great war, was unveiled in Kildwick
National School on Sunday afternoon. The schoolroom was quite filled with old scholars,
relatives, and friends, the company including Mr. James Bairstow (Springfield), and Mr. W.A.
and J.J. Brigg (Kildwick Hall). The service was in charge of the vicar of Kildwick (the Rev.
C.E.V. Hodge) ...

The unveiling ceremony was fittingly carried out by Mr. Thomas Appleby, who had been in
charge of the National School as headmaster during the school days of most of those who
had fallen ...

The memorial is of carved oak with brass panels on which are engraven the names of fifteen
old scholars who have fallen. The centre picture is of St. George kneeling, and is a replica, in
colour, of the glass panel by Mr. G.W.P. Hutchinson, exhibited at the Royal Academy.
Surrounding the design are the words “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends”. The names inscribed on the memorial are: Tom Allsop, Willie
Barker, A.L. Backhouse, Fred Carlton, Walter Dawson, Fred Dixon, Joseph Green, William
Mosley, Fred Scarfe, Joseph Smith, J. Allen Smith, Archie Sugden, T.H. Stephens, Frank
Thompson, and H. Walmsley.



A remarkable recent find

We were recently given a large number of documents and old photographs to scan by a former
resident of Kildwick. Among the things in the bundle was this:
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Yes — this is the only known photograph of the school war memorial. The owner of the photograph
has told us that the memorial was on display in the school as late as 1957.



But something isn’t quite right. The school Log Book says the plaques contain the names of 15
former scholars; the news report even lists them. But on the photograph, the plaques show a total
of 17 names.

The additional names are:

James Pollard — full name James Scarborough Theodore Pollard. He did not die in active
service but was dismissed from the army in October 1919. He arrived home from the
dispersal camp unwell and died of pneumonia a few days later.

Arthur Whitaker — his death in service, on 20th October 1918, was not confirmed by the
War Office until December 1920; ten months after the school memorial was unveiled.

Presumably the plaques were altered after the memorial was unveiled.

Can you help ?

However unlikely it is that the memorial will ever be found, we are still interested in hearing from
anyone who remembers seeing it or has any information on when it was taken down or what
happened to it subsequently.

Please contact us at history@farnhill.co.uk
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