Cpl. G. Teal (43 Res. M.T. Coy. Royal Army Service Corps)

Corporal George Teal’s unit formed part of the British defence forces during the battle for the
Singapore fortress® and it is likely that he was taken prisoner of war by the Japanese when Singapore
surrendered on February 15" 19422,

After the surrender, British POWs were either placed in prisons such as the notorious Changi or sent
to work as forced labour on such projects as the Burma Railway?.

Precisely what happened to George Teal after the fall of Singapore is unclear. However, in
September 1944 he boarded the ship Kachidoki Maru, the former US ocean liner President Harrison,
for transportation to Formosa.

This was one of the so-called “Hell Ships” used by the Japanese to transport POWs®.

On September 4" 1944, the Kachidoki Maru, with 900 British POWSs on board, set sail from
Singapore together with another of the Hell Ships, the Rakuyo Maru (carrying 1300 British and US
POWs)>.

On September 12" the convoy was attacked by US submarines. The Kachidoki Maru was torpedoed
by the US submarine Pampanito at 10:40pm. It sank within 20 minutes, with the loss of almost 500
lives, including Cpl. George Teal®

George Teal is commemorated on the Singapore Memorial, in Kranji War Cemetery”. He is also
commemorated on the Kachidoki Maru online Roll of Honour®. The family did not receive official
notification of his death until more than four months after the end of the war in the Far East. This
from the Keighley News, 22" December 1944:

Missing |Soldier,—Mr. ‘an ¢
Mrs, C. T*al. of ary Street,
Farnhill, 'have 'had official
n}g)tiﬁct%tion; rrolm the ‘W?:r Om:ﬁ-
that eir 'only son, (orpor
George Tial, of the R,A.S.C;

was killed| on -a ship when it
was torpedoed while .carxa'in
prisoners of war from Thailan
to Japanion 12 September,
1944, Corporal Teal was
employed by Messrs. 'T. and M.
Bairstows at ‘Sutton Mills.
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